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¾òA common chronic  disorder of the airways that 
is complex and characterized by variable and 
recurring symptoms , airflow obstruction , 
bronchial hyper -responsiveness , and an 
underlying inflammation . The interaction of these 
features of asthma determines the clinical 
manifestations and severity of asthma and the 
response to treatment.ó 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

National Asthma Education and Prevention Program: Expert panel report III: Guidelines for the diagnosis and 
management of asthma. Bethesda, MD: National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, 2007. (NIH publication no. 08 -4051) 

www.nhlbi.nih.gov/guidelines/asthma/asthgdln.htm  
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Hippocrates named 
respiratory problem 

άRelated to the 
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Epinephrine 
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connection with 
Hay Fever 

IV Pilocarpin  



¾ Affects all ages  
 

¾ 300 million worldwide as of 2004 
 

¾ By 2025 Ą 400 million worldwide  
 

¾ Rate of asthma increasing with urbanization  
 

¾ 1/250 deaths worldwide .   
 

¾ Expensive  
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